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Country Overview

The climate of Ireland is changing; the annual average temperature
is estimated to be 1°C warmer now than it was 100 years ago.
However, estimations from the EPA in 2021 predict that, over the
next 20-40 years the temperature will increase by between 1-1.2°C
and 1.3-1.6°C.

Not only is the Irish climate getting warmer, it is also getting wetter,
with an additional 6% annual precipitation between 1989 — 2018
compared to 1961 — 1990 (CARO, 2021). This increase in temperature
has increased the frequency of heatwaves and drought in the
summer months, and storms and flooding in the winter months.

To further add to these concerns, since the 1990’s, it is estimated that
the sea level around Ireland has risen by 2-3 mm annually. If this
trend continues, and sea levels continue to rise, parts of Dublin,
including Sandymount, North Bull Island, Malahide, and parts of
Cork, including Cobh and Youghal are in danger of being submersed
underwater by 2030.

Policy and Practice

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act
2021 places a legal responsibility on the Irish Government to
transition to a climate-neutral, biodiversity-rich economy by 2050.

To achieve these goals, by 2030 the Government of Ireland aims to:

e Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 51%, and net-zero by 2050;

e Reduce emissions in the agricultural sector by between 22% - 30%;

e |mplement 1,500 electric buses;

e Ensure that all vehicles purchased by the Irish Government are
electric vehicles;

e Introduce a National Retrofit Plan for homes and businesses;

e Provide Green Teams in Public Sector Bodies;

e Introduction of the EU Forest Strategy for 2030;
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Youth and Climate Action

Climate Change & Sustainable Development Education has recently changed
across Ireland, with the Irish Government recognising that students must be
empowered to meet the reality of the challenges that are faced; reduce
stress levels; and enrich the learner experience.

Junior & Senior Cycle in Irish Schools

In Irish Secondary Schools, measures for fostering action on Climate Change
are already embedded in subjects including CSPE and Politics and Society.
Starting in 2024, some students in Ireland will begin the 2-year course
‘Climate Action and Sustainable Development’.

Further Education and Training (FET) & Higher Education and Training
Courses (HE)

FET and HE providers offer climate change education in Ireland. Information
on the courses can be found through the Climate Action Regional Offices,
through the Qualifax website, or through the Further Education & Training
Course Hub.

Training courses are offered in the areas of Biodiversity, Climate Change,
Energy, Transport, Planning, Sustainability at levels 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 on the
National Framework of Qualifications.
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Supporting Action for a Just World

In 2018, 14 Transition Year Students from Newpark Comprehensive School in
Dublin decided that to campaign for the removal of single use plastic from their
school. Over 6-weeks, these students learned about the environment, climate
change and sustainability, and worked together to create the first ‘single-use
plastic (SUP) free school in Ireland’. The strength of this campaign is still seen, with
students, staff and visitors being reminded not to bring SUP bottles and cups onto
the school campus.
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